
SEMS Counseling Department 

2018-19 Student Course Selection FAQ 

(Frequently Asked Questions) 

 

 

The SEMS Course Selection Process 
Q: Where can I find a description of classes that are offered? 
A: Our online Course Catalog may be found on the SEMS website. From the “Counseling 

Department” menu, choose “2018-19 Course Selection Info, by grade level.” 

Q: Who sets my class schedule and picks what elective I receive? 
A: The counselors review the course requests for each student, and our computer Scheduling 

Program selects classes, teachers, and electives. 

Q: How many electives can I pick? 
A: You will have one elective in your schedule. For course selection, you will choose 3 electives, 

a first choice and 2 alternates. Please list them in order of priority.  

Q: If I submit my Course Selection sheet right away, do I have a better chance of getting my 
requests than someone who waits until the due date? 

A: No, our scheduling process will not start until all students, including incoming 6th graders, 
have inputted their course requests.  

Q: How can I get lunch and classes with my friends? 
A: Since the computer selects your classes and lunch, we cannot guarantee that you will have 

the same classes or lunch as your friends do. 

Q: Can I request a lunch period? 
A: No, you cannot request a certain lunch period or request a change once you are scheduled 

into a lunch period. No exceptions. 

Q: How do I choose an Application Elective (ASB, AVID, TV & Media or Yearbook)?  
A: The application window for our Application Electives is March 13-19, before Course 

Selection. 

Q: What’s the difference between Peer Mentor and Teacher Aide? 
A: Peer Mentors work directly with students, tutoring or assisting them in class. Teacher Aides 

are only for 8th grade students with good grades. TAs assist the teacher by doing clerical 
work (such as making copies or filing) or working with students, depending on the 
teacher’s needs. 

Q: I’m going into 7th grade. Can I be a TA (Teacher Aide)? 
A: Teacher Aide is not an elective choice for 7th graders. 

Q: Can I pick both Office Aide and Teacher Aide as elective choices? 
A: Yes, you may pick both electives, with your parents’ permission. You must enter the names 

of the teachers you’d prefer on the front of your Course Request sheet. 


